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Four pieces op.78 for Cello and Piano            Jean Sibelius 

 Impromptu                      (1865-1957) 

 Romance 

 Religioso 

 Rigaudon 

  

Finlandia Op.26/7 for Solo Piano            Jean Sibelius 

 

Sonata for Cello and Piano in A Minor, Op.36       Edvard  Grieg 

 Allegro agitato              (1843-1907) 

 Andante molto tranquillo 

 Allegro molto e marcato 

 
 

 

 



 

 
 

 

Japanese Pianist Rie Tanaka and Finnish-American Cellist Jesse Nummelin met 

while studying at the University of Wisconsin - Stevens Point. The language 

barrier challenged them to communicate verbally, but they bonded through playing 

Classical Music together, and have been performing together for the past 10 years. 

They have appeared at regional concert series with such as Schubert Club’s Court-

room Concert series, Green Lake Festival of Music, University of Wisconsin 

Stevens Point Guest Artist recital, Hastings Arts Center’s Coffee Concert, Saint 

Paul Conservatory of Music’s Coffee Concert, among many. They have performed 

guest musicians from Minnesota Orchestra, Lyric Opera of Chicago, and many 

notable regionalvartists.                                       

 
Now a married couple, Jesse and Rie's mission is to build bridges between people 

and cultures using the universal language of music. Their duo name "Ihana" is a 

Finnish word for “wonderful," acknowledging Jesse's three-quarter Finnish Herit-

age, while it could also mean "one flower" in Japanese. The name carries the 

meaning of two cultures coming together. Their most recent project is a multi-

cultural program, titled "Folk Music of Classical Composers". Featured composers 

are Sibelius, Copland, de Falla, Bartok, Mamiya, and Chopin. All of these com-

posers are widely known for integrating the traditional folk music of their heritage 

into classical music, and bringing spotlights to the underrepresented cultures 

throughout Western Music history. The duo hopes to offer diverse and cross-

cultural experience to the audience, and show how cultures, although different 

from one another, can speak to every one of us with a sense of belonging, comfort, 

and nostalgia.                                                                                                               

 

 

  



 

 
 

 

 



 

 


